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dyllic Exuma crai

Islands become the hot new place to invest and live

By Jevsica Robertson

Over the years, George Town, Exuma has been
referred to as a “sleepy fishing village™—a place
where vachismen stopped during peak scason for
provisions and a bit of company whilke making their
way throwgh the chain of 365 slands.

O the surface, not a bot has changed. But delve
a little deeper and vou soon realize that the Exuma
capital and its surrounding sectilements are
undergoing i major economic iramformation,

Unofficially, Exuma’s population

In adedition te its natural beauty, Great Exuma's
location, just 130 miles southeast of the Bahamian
capilal of Massaw, made it an ideal choice, says
CED Kevin Clemente,

“The accessibility of the pirport made it a very
umigue opportunily. Typically, a site like this has
accessbility ssees, so thal if vou're going 1o make
the kind of investment that we've made here, you'd
be very concerned aboul whether vou could
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have a number of pobs from which to
choose. Along the lemgth and
breadih of Great Exuma, homes are
being completed or added onto and new ones are
being built, Taxi davers have trsbed in their beat-
up siation wagons and are now laking visitors
around in Escalades and steelch limouanes,
Things are changing faster in Exuma than the
surrounding ecean changes from ope brilliant shade
of Blue 1o another, The island is attracting affluend
visitors from all over the world, and most who are
Cammilsar with the island and the changes taking place
point to the mubi-million
dollar Emerald Bay
Resort development
project as  bemg  the
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actually get the peogle here who would support it,”
he explains,

To date, the developers have pumped abow
£375 million into the project and, once completed,
Clemente says they will likely have invested clome
tio @ ballion dollars.,

Emerald Bay Resort is perhaps best known for
the ultra-luxuriows, vet tastelully undersiated, five-
star Four Scasons Resort Great Exoma, nestled
among perlectly manicured lawns and overlooking
the tranquil Emerabd Bay. I1s 153 guest rooms have
attracted a new breed of visitor to the Exuma Cays
—ane who can appreciate the quaint book and feel
of a Family Island, but still expects first-class
service and amenaties.

The Emerald Bay Morna has extended the
cruising range for boaters with a Florida base by
S0 mibes, In fact, many of the completed slips have
already been sold and mega-yachis up 1o 208 feet
fong have wtilized the state-of-the-art amemities.
Orweners now call Exuma their home base.

The upscale commumity also boasts a European-
style spa and a Greg Norman-designed goll course
wilh views so spectacular they make it difficult 10
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concentrate on the nest shod, The
addation in May 2006 of the island’s [irst
casing added a new entertainment
oplion for visiters and gucas,

Home away from home
For those wheo feel a short visit 1o Exuma,
no matler how glorious, simply isn’t
enough, choosing Greal Exuma as the
location for a second, third or even lourth
home is becoming increasingly popular,
For American residents in particular,
proximilty and accessibility are strong
selling poands. Both Amenican Airlines
and Continental offer regularly scheduled
Okminute Mights out of Miami and Fort
Lauderdale, and in 40 minutes, passcngers
can arrive in George Town on one of the
meany daily lights departing from Lynden
Pindling International Airpoet in Nassaw,
Many homecowners fly in on their
personal jets and say having a customs
facility in George Town makes the
commae i breeze.
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choosing Great Exuma as the location for a
second, third or even fourth home s becoming
increasingly popular



